AALASHYA KA ROG

— we0@00e: — @ @ 0 0 cooe-

Introduction

Hard work and sincerityare very important for success in life.
If we are lazy and keep on finding excuses for not doing our work
we will never be able to achieve anything in life. As we grow older
our laziness becomes a habit. No matter how important the work
is we will never be able to complete it.Hence important we should
develop a habit of hard work from childhood.

Questions
1. Why is laziness a bad habit?
2. Why is the need to overcome this habit?

3. How does hard work and punctuality lead to success in life?

1. The Farmer and His Lazy Sons
Let us enjoy reading this story of The Farmer and His Lazy Sons.

In Madhanpur lived a very hardworking farmer named Gopal. He
has three sons Ram, Laxman and Hanuman. All three were strong
and healthy. But they were all lazy. Gopal was sad thinking about
his sons and the future of his farmland. One day, Gopal got a flash
of an idea. He called all his sons and said, "Ram! Laxman! and
Hanuman! | have hidden a treasure in our farmland. You search
andshare the treasure amongyou."

The three sons were overjoyed. They went to the fields and
started searching Ram started from one end. Laxman searched
from the other end. And Hanuman did so from the centre. They
dug each and every inch of the field. But they could not find
anything.
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Gopal said to his sons, “Dear boys! Now you have tooled and
conditioned the field, why not we sow a crop!" Off went the sons
tosow the crops.

Days passed. Soon, the crops grew lushly green. The sons
were delighted. The father said, "Sons, this is the real treasure |
wanted you to share".

2. The King and His Lazy Kingdom

There was a king who was totally unhappy and sad with his
lazy people. Hekept a big stone in the middle of a road one night
when all his men were sleeping.

Next morning a merchant came and went round the stone
and did not care to move the big stone so that there was easy
passage for people and traffic. Then came an officer who with his
horse carriage went round the big stone which laid untouched on
the road. Then came a soldier who also came and went round the
stone though being capable of getting the stone out of its way.
Each and every onewho passed the stone cursed the Government
for not removingit.

Then came a foreigner who was passing through that road,
he decided to move that stone from there so he took the help of his
mates and removed it. It was evening by then and the King who
was sitting along roadside disguised as a beggar came down to
congratulate them. He called for the official and the soldier who
had passed by doing nothing. They felt very ashamed knowing
what had happened.

The King then presented a box full of money, which was kept
in a hole beneath the stone and it was written that this money
belongs to the person who removed the stone. After that day, the
peoplein Kingdom became very hard-working.
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3. The Lazy Farmer

The rain gods had been smiling the whole night. The roads
were muddy and the potholes were filled to the brim. It was the
day for the market and Raju the farmer was riding his cart along the
country road. He had to reach the market early so that he can sell
his hay. It was very difficult for the horses to drag the load through
the deep mud. On his journey suddenly the wheels of the horse
cartsankintothe mire.

The more the horses pulled, the deeper the wheel sank.
Raju climbed down from his seat and stood beside his cart. He
searched all around but could not find anyone around to help him.
Cursing his bad luck, he looked dejected and defeated. He didn't
make the slightest effort to get down on the wheel and lift it up by
himself. Instead he started cursing his luck for what happened.
Looking up at the sky, he started shouting at God, “l am so unlucky!
Why has this happened to me? Oh God, come down to help me.”

After along wait, God finally appeared before Raju. He asked
Raju, “Do you think you can move the chariot by simply looking at
it and whining about it? Nobody will help you unless you make
some effort to help yourself. Did you try to get the wheel out of the
pothole by yourself? Get up and put your shoulder to wheel and
you will soon find the way out.”

Raju was ashamed of himself. He bent down and put his
shoulder to the wheel and urged on the horses. In no time the
wheel was out of the mire. Raju learnt his lesson. He thanked God
and carried on with his journey happily.

Moral: God helps those who help themselves.
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Quotes

N2

“Procrastination is my sin. It brings me naught but sorrow. |
know that | should stop it. In fact, | will--tomorrow”
- Gloria Pitzer

%% “Folks who never do any more than they get paid for, never
get paid for any more than they do”
- Elbert Hubbard

Resolution
Let us resolve to work hard and attain success.

Let us resolve not to resort to short-cuts and unfair
means to attain success.
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