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Introduction

Being honest means choosing not to lie, steal, cheat, or
deceive in any way. When we are honest, we build strength of
character that will allow us to be of great service to God and to
others. We are blessed with peace of mind and self-respect and
will be trusted by the Lord and others.

It's Easier Than Lying.

Have you ever told a lie and then forgotten the details about
it?

If you stick with the truth, it doesn't matter how often you're
asked about the subject—you'll always respond the same way,
because you're being honest about what really happened.

Regardless of how perfect your lie is, someone will find out
aboutiteventually.

If you trust that the truth always finds a way to rise to the
surface, justown up.

Sometimes a lie can cause much more misery dismay than
honesty.

Although the words “I'm sorry” can ameliorate certain ugly
situations, they cannot heal rifts or set things back to how they
were before everything went wrong. If someone finds out that
you've lied to them, they will never be able to fully trust you again,
even if you spend the rest of your life being a complete paragon of
honesty and integrity, the person you lied to will always wonder if
you're being dishonest on some level. You can be sincere to your
very marrow, but they will never ever have total faith in you again.
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Questions
1. Willyou be found out if youlie?
2.Isthe worst truth better than the best lie?

3. Trustonce broken, canit befullyregained?

1. Honesty

Everyone knew that Stuti was the best speller in the whole
class. She could spell difficult words like "encyclopedia" and
"amendment" very easily. She used to get perfect scores during
each weekly spelling test.

Ms. Daisy, her English teacher made a rule for the spelling
tests that any child who did not get 60% spellings correct, would
have to copy each word fifty times for next week's spelling
test.Seema, who sat next to Stuti always struggled in spellings. Last
Thursday, she received 56 percent which meant copying each
word fifty times.

Stuti was so confident of her spelling abilities that she
decided not to study for her next spelling test. The test began. Ms.
Daisy pronounced each word and then repeated it. Everything was
OK until she spoke "Handkerchief". Stuti scribbled h-a-n-d-k-e-r-c-
h.....nowwhat??i??...or...e?? Her mind was blank.

Ms. Daisy started to move on to the next word. It occurred to
Stuti that Seema knew how to spell it!! Seema had written this
word fifty times. There was wide open space between Stuti and
Seema. Stuti's eyes rolled to the right. There it was, spelled out in
Seema's handwriting. Her eyes went quickly back to paper and she
finished the word with the letters "i-e-f".

Stuti remained tense and nervous as Ms. Daisy read the last
spelling word. She had cheated for the first time in her life. She
thought, "Is this the way | want to keep my perfect record - by
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beingacheater?"

Frantically, she erased what she had written earlier and
replaced it with what she knew was the wrong answer. She wrote “e-
i-f". As her sweaty hands released pencil and passed the test up to
the front, she sighed with relief. She thought, "So, what if my perfect
scoresare no longerintact? Atleast my honestyis."

Moral: There is a saying, "Honesty is the best policy." Every
time that you are dishonest, Know dishonesty as dishonesty &
repent for it. Without doubt, one who repents is an honest person.
Honesty is the highest religion of all & dishonesty is the best
foolishness

2. The Honest Girl

A mother and a father had a daughter who grew from a baby
into a beautiful girl. The mother and father were very proud of their
daughter. One day the father said, 'lt is time you were married, my
beautiful daughter.'

And so it was agreed that the mother and father would travel
to the next village to make arrangements with the family of the boy
whom she would marry.

When her parents were away, the honest girl began to
daydream about what her life was going to be like with her new
husband. And then she began to daydream about what it would be
like to have children. And then she began to daydream about what
her children would be called.

She decided that she would have four children: three boys and
one girl. She would call them Mulak, Jahaan, Dhesh and Lutdi.

She imagined what it would be like to call out to her children
when it was time for them to come in for dinner. The girl was so
absorbed in her beautiful daydream that she climbed up onto the
roof of her parents' house and called out... 'Mulak, Jahaan, Dhesh,
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Lutdi!' And as the honest girl called out these names, the people of
the village all stopped what they were doing and turned towards
the house where the honest girl lived with her parents.

Then, one by one, they began to run towards the house
because they thoughtthatthe girlwasintrouble.

You see, in Punjabi, the names Mulak and Jahaan also mean
'people’. And the name Dhesh means 'land’. And, although Lutdi is
a name one might give to a daughter, it can also mean 'l am being
attacked!" And so you might understand why all of the villagers
began to run towards the house where the honest girl was
standing upon the rooftop calling out the names of her imagined
children... The villagers were afraid that the honest girl was being
attacked!

Strangely, at that very moment there was indeed a group of
thieves who were trying to sneak into the house where the honest
girl lived. The gang of thieves intended to steal everything they
could get their hands on because they had heard that the mother
and the father were away in the next village and the girl was all
aloneinthe house.

But when the thieves noticed that all of the people from the
village were approaching the house, they got scared and ran away
intothe surrounding woods never to be seen again.

As the villagers arrived at the house, they called up to the
honest girl. 'What is wrong, my child, who is attacking you?"

And the honest girl replied, 'There is nobody attacking me. |
was just calling out to my children."

'Butyou are not yet married!' said one villager.
'And you do not yet have children!' protested another.

The girl had great difficulty explaining to the villagers that
she was simply dreaming about what her life was going to be like
after she was married and had children. The villagers were not
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impressed at all. They accused the honest girl of daydreaming and
causing trouble and not thinking before she spoke.

But then a wise man appeared from behind the house and
explained to the assembled crowd how he had seen a group of
thieves running from the house, and how the villagers had scared
them away and saved the honest girl from a terrible fate.

He said, 'Mulak and Jahaan are the names we give to our
people. Dhesh isthe name we give to our land. And when this honest
girl called out to the people of her land, you all came. When she
called out “Lutdi” you were all here to help her in her time of need.
Doesthis not prove that you are all good people?’

The villagers had to agree with the wise man, and they were all
very proud that they had saved the honest girl from the thieves.

Then the wise old man looked at the girl and said: 'Perhaps itis
also true thatitis a good thing for a young person to daydream once
in a while. After all,' he said with a smile, 'look what became of your
daydream and how it saved you on this day.'

Soon after, the mother and father returned to the village and
the honest girl was married to her handsome husband.

The years passed, and the girl did indeed become the mother
of four beautiful children. She never forgot about what the wise man
had said to her on that day, and she often reminded her children that
is was a good thing for a young person to dream from time to time
because amazing things come from dreams.
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Quotes
2% Honestyisthe best policy. If Ilose my honor, I lose myself.

-William Shakespeare

%é If you follow only one rule, let it be this one: Be yourself. The
really strong boy-girl relationships are based on what people
really are, not on what they pretend to be.

-Unknown Source
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% Dishonest people conceal their faults from themselves as well
asothers, honest people know and confess them.

-Christian Nevell Bovee

“Oh, what a tangled web we weave when first we practice to
deceive.”

- Sir Walter Scott

Resolution
Let us resolve to be honest in our day-today life.

Let us resolve that we admit when we make mistakes so
that we donot have to lie to hide them.

a0 Oe

Value Education 60





