ANUKARAN

Introduction

Each one of us is blessed with different qualities, interests
and talents. This difference makes each of us unique. Some of us
are good at sports, some in academics and others have some
different talent. Can we all excel in everything? If we just try to
copy what others are doing we might end up being a failure. It is
important that we understand our inherent talent and work on
honing our skillsand not ape others.

Questions
1. Do all of us have similar qualities ?
2. What happens when we try to imitate others?

3. Why the need to work on our strengths/qualities?

1. Blind Imitation Is Bad

One day, a saint while going somewhere with his disciples
saw a pond full of fishes. He stopped there and started putting the
fishes in his mouth. The disciples followed their guru. The saint
said nothing and moved ahead.

They reached another pond where there were no fishes. The
saint stood alongside the pond and started to pour out the fishes
he was holding in his stomach, in to the pond. Seeing this, the
disciples also tried to do the same but could only vomit out a few
deadfishes.

The saint then told the desciples, "Fools, when you didn't
know the art to keep the fishes alive in the stomach, then why
did you just blindly imitate me?”

One should never imitate blindly.
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2. Foolish Imitation

Long ago, a hawk lived atop a hill. At the foothill there was a
banyan tree on which a crow perched everyday. The crow would
imitate everyone.

The hawk would fly down daily in such of food, circling in air
for long hours and swooping down on his prey when he saw one.
The hawk was gifted with eyes which could see far, spotting his
prey from a distance so it could fly down at great speed to pounce
uponit.

The crow always watched the hawk and thought, “Huh! If
the hawk can do this, | too can. | could show the hawk that | can do
the samething."

One day as the hawk was circling in the air, the crow decided
to do the same. Suddenly a baby rabbit came out of the bushes.
Both the hawk and the crow spotted it. Before the crow could even
move, the hawk swooped down, caught hold of the rabbit in his
strong sharp talons and flew away. “Swoosh!" was what the crow
heard as the hawk disappeared in the sky with his prey. “Thatis no
great skill," thought the crow, angrily.

The next moment, he spotted a big fat mouse coming out of
a hole. Without wasting time, the crow swooped down. Like the
hawk he tried to catch the mouse in his claws.

But the mouse saw the crow and moved away, the crow
crashed againstthe hill, injured himselfand cried in pain.

The hawk flew down and said, “l hope, you now know that it
is not easy to hunt the way | doanditis not easy to imitate either".

There after, the crow never imitated any one in its life and
lived happily withitsinherent abilities.
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3. Imitation

A new missionary recruit went to Venezuela for the first time.
He was struggling with the language and didn't understand a whole
lot of what was going on. Intending to visit one of the local churches,
he got lost, but eventually got back on track and found the place.
Having arrived late, the church was already packed. The only pew
with a seat open was the one onthe front row.

So as not to make a fool of himself, this recruit decided to pick
someone out of the crowd to imitate. He chose to follow the man
sitting next to him on the front pew. As they sang, the missionary
tried to follow along.

When the man stood up to pray, the missionary recruit stood
up too. When the man sat down, he sat down. When the man took
the cup and bread for the Lord's Supper, he took the cup and bread.
During the preaching, the recruit didn't understand a thing. He just
satthereandtried tolookjust like that manin the front pew.

Then he perceived that the preacher was giving
announcements. People clapped, so he looked to see if the man was
clapping. He was, and so the recruit clapped too. Then the preacher
said some words that he didn't understand and he saw the man next
to him stand up. So he stood up too. Suddenly a hush fell over the
entire congregation. Afew people gasped.

He looked around and saw that nobody else was standing, so
he sat down.

After the service ended, the preacher stood at the door
shaking the hands of those who were leaving. When the missionary
recruit stretched out his hand to greet the preacher, the preacher
said, in English: "l take it you don't speak Spanish."

The missionary recruitreplied: "No I don't. Isitthat obvious?"

“Well yes," said the preacher, "l announced that the Acosta
family had a new-born baby boy and would the proud father please
stand up."
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Quotes

% 1) All of us need other people at some timein ourlives. When
others help us we are very happy At the same time we also
experience happiness when we see others expressing their
gratitude towards us. We also know about our abilities when
we help others so helping othersisatwo way process

%% “Immature poets imitate; mature poets steal; bad poets
deface what they take, and good poets make it into something
better, or atleast something different.”

-T.S. Eliot, The Sacred Wood

Resolution
Weresolve:
1) Beunique and trueto ourselves.
2) Nottoimitate others blindly.
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