KARTAVYANISHTHA
(DUTIFULNESS)

Introduction

Individuals are expected to demonstrate love and devotion
inresponse to rights and privileges asa member of acommunity or
country. We are also expected to give attention to the well-being
of others by being sensitive to their situation and well -being.

The sense of duty or responsibility is something that should
be taught to a child at a young age. Teaching children about
responsibilities will make a world full of adults who care more
about the people around themselves, and are keen to take up
responsibilities and make our society a better place to live in.
Teaching responsibilities to students will help them become self-
motivated, own up their actions and become constructive
members of the Society.

Questions
1. What are your duties to yourself ?
2. What are your duties towards your family and friends ?

3. What are your duties towards the society and the nation at
large?

4. How do you balance life with these responsibilities?

1. Growing Good Corn

There once was a farmer who grew award-winning corn.
Each year he entered his corn in the state fair where it won a blue
ribbon. One year a newspaper reporter interviewed him and
learned something interesting about how he grew it. The reporter
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discovered that the farmer shared his seed corn with his
neighbors. "How can you afford to share your best seed corn with
your neighbors when they are entering the same corn competition
as you do?" the reporter asked. "Why sir?" said the farmer, "did
you not know that the wind picks up pollen from the ripening corn
and swirls it from field to field. If my neighbors grow inferior corn,
cross-pollination will steadily degrade the quality of my corn. If |
am to grow good corn, | must help my neighbors grow good corn."
He is very much aware of the connectedness of life. His corn
cannot improve unless his neighbors' corn also improves, so it is
with our lives. Those who choose to live in peace must help their
neighborsto live in peace. Those who choose to live well must help
others to live well, for the value of a life is measured by the lives it
touches. And those who choose to be happy must help others to
find happiness, for the welfare of each is bound up with the
welfare of all. The lesson for each of us is this: if we are to grow
good corn, we must help our neighbors grow good corn.

2. Be true to your duty

Once a nobleman arranged a grand feast. He got all kinds of
dishes prepared. There was, however, one deficiency. The
nobleman was fond of fish and he wanted it somehow. A
fisherman came to know of it. He caught a fish and brought it to the
house of nobleman. His porter, however, would not let him get in.
Atlast heletthe fisherman enter when the latter agreed to pay him
half of what he got.

The nobleman was pleased to see the fish. He wanted to give
some reward to the fisherman. The fisherman said that the price of
the fish was one hundred lashes. The nobleman and his guests
regarded it asamerryjoke. He therefore, ordered the fisherman to
be given lashes but gently. When the fisherman had received fifty
lashes, he stopped and said, “I have a partner, sir, please send for
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him. He will receive the remaining fifty lashes.”

The nobleman was surprised. “Who is this second fool to
receive the lashes ?” said he “It is your porter, Sir,” replied the
fisherman. The nobleman sent for the porter. He was whipped fifty
times very severely. He was dismissed. The nobleman gave a rich
reward to the fisherman as a price of his fish. Moral: Be true to
your duty.

3. Self-Sacrifice

Once the enemy soldiers laid a siege to a Maratha fortress.
The Maratha soldiers began fighting a defensive battle from within
the fort. Even the day-long enemy fire proved futile. At night-fall
the enemy retreated. In the darkness of the night three enemy
soldiers went from the rear of the fort. One of them had a torch;
another had a power-soaked long rope. The third had a ball of
powder.

All the three reached their appointed spot. Here was a let-
out-drain which carried sewage water out from the fortress. The
drain had the desired aperture. A Maratha defender of the fort
was seeing all this from a distance. He at once reached the drain. A
large ball fell just at his feet. A rope was attached to the ball. The
other end of the rope was extending outside the drain. Seeing all
this defending solider did not take long to understand the enemy's
objective. Just near the drain was the arsenal of the fort. The
enemy wanted to blow up that part of the fort. It would have given
them an openaccesstothe inter apartments of the fort.

The enemy solider had ignited the powdered-soaked rope
from outside. The Maratha solider had little to think. He had to
decide immediately. He could have run away and saved his life. He
did not shirk his duty. He had to protect the honor of the Marathas
as well as the great name of Shivaji. The soliderimmediately kicked
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the ballinto the drain and thrust his head in the drain hole. The ball
exploded but its effects were not far-reaching because the drain
had been blocked by the solider head. The brave solider had saved
the fort.

On hearing the sound of the explosion the other solider ran
to the spot. They saw their companion's body. His head had been
shattered and scattered to pieces. They understood the whole
story. This dutiful brave solider had scarified his life to save the fort
and the lives of his companions. Everybody was in tears. They paid
tribute to the brave soldier and were full of gratitude for him.

The report of the extraordinary bravery of the solider
reached Shivaji. He reassured that so long as such brave and duty-
loving people were there in a nation, that nation could not die.
Arrangements were made to support the wife and the children of
the martyr at State expenses. A large statue of the brave solider
was installed in the mall hall of the fort.
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Quotes

a% You must take personal responsibility. You cannot change
the circumstances, the seasons, or the wind, but you can
change yourself. That is something you have charge of.

- Jim Rohn

aﬁ% One's philosophy is not best expressed in words; it is
expressed in the choices one makes..and the choices we
make are ultimately our responsibility.

-Eleanor Roosevelt

Resolution
We resolve to fulfill our duties to the best of our
abilities.
We resolve to hold us responsible for all our actions.

We resolve to place our responsibility to the nation
above everything else.

alO Oe
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