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Introduction
Clevernessis characterized by ingenuity and acuity.
Beingclever also means:
-Beingintelligent
-Beinga quick learner

-Being humorousto retort appropriatelyin situations.

Questions

1. When you think of cleverness, which are the story characters
that come toyour mind?

(Birbal, TenaliRam & Mulla Nasruddin)
2. Whyare clever people admired?

3. Should beingclever make you proud?

1. The Clever Boy

A man & his donkey carrying two sacks of wheat were on
their way to the market. After a while the man was tired and
decided torestunderatree.

When he woke up, he found his donkey missing and started
looking for it everywhere.

He met a boy and asked him, “Have you seen my donkey?"

The boy asked, “Is the donkey's left eye blind, his right foot
lameandis hecarryingaload of wheat?"

The man was happy and said, “Yes, exactly! Where have you
seenit?"

The boy answered “l haven't seenit."
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The man was angry and took the boy to the village chief.

The chief asked, “Dear boy, if you had not seen at the
donkey, how were you able to describe it”?

The boy answered, “l saw the tracks of a donkey and since
the right and left tracks were different, | understood that the
donkey which passed was limping. The grass on the right side of
the road was eaten but the grass on the left was not which
made me understand that he was blind in its left eye. There
were wheat seeds scattered on the ground and | understood
that he must have been carrying a load of wheat."

The Village Chief understood the boy's cleverness and told
the man to forgive the boy.

This story teaches us not to jump to conclusions.

2. Cleverness Pays

Once upon a time there were two friends, John and Tom.
Both went to the King seeking some job. The King put them in
charge of his garden. Everyday John and Tom had to water the
plants, pull out the weeds, put the manure in the beds and look
after the flowers and fruits in the garden. The King observed both
the friends at their work. Two months later, the King increased
Tom's salary. John was pretty upset and jealous of Tom. He thought
that since both were doing the same work they should be treated
equally. But he did not know how to tell the King.

One day as the King was taking a walk in the garden alone,
John decided to speak to the King. He went up to the king, bowed
and mustering courage said, “Your majesty, | too worked as hard as
Tom, but you have notincreased my wages.

At that very moment, the sound of a music band was heard from
near-by. “Go and find out what that noise is”, the King asked John.
John soon returned and informed that there was a wedding
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procession in the street. The King asked “Whose wedding is it?”
John ran out again, came back and said that it was the Zamindar's
son who was getting married.

“To whom is he getting married?” was the King's next
guestion. John rushed out and came back panting as the
procession had moved ahead quite a bit. “My Lord, the Head
Priest's daughteris being wedded to the Zamindar's son”.

The King thanked John and then called Tom who was
watering the plants on the other side of the garden. “Tom, go and
find out what the noise is about” asked the King. John was puzzled
attheKing's behavior.

Soon Tom returned and told the King “Your Majesty, it is a
wedding procession. The Zamindar's son is getting married to the
Head Priest's daughter.” He then went to water the plants. The
King turned to John and said “Well, now do you understand why
Tom is being paid more? To answer my question you had to go
three times. Tom went only once and gave me all information |
required, and is back to his work again.” John hung his head in
shame. He realized his mistake and decided to take more interest
in his work.

3. A Wise Old Man

Richard was a wise retired old man who had bought a
modest home near a junior high school. He spent the first few
weeks of his retirement in peace and contentment.

Then a new school year began. The very next afternoon after
school, three boys full of youthfulness, came down his street,
beating merrily on every trash can [rubbish bin] they encountered.

The crashing percussion continued day after day, until finally
Richard decided it was time to take some action. The next
afternoon, he walked out to meet the young 'percussionists' as
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they banged their way down the street. Stopping them, he said,
'You kids are a lot of fun. |like to see you express your exuberance
like that. In fact, | used to do the same thing when | was your age.
Will you do me afavour? I'll give you each a dollar if you'll promise
tocomearound every day and do your thing.'

The kids were elated and continued to do a bang-up job on
the trashcans.

After a few days, the old-timer greeted the kids again, but
this time he had a sad smile on his face. 'This recession is really
putting a big dent in my income,' he told them. 'From now on, I'll
only be able to pay you 50 centsto beat onthecans.'

The noisemakers were obviously displeased, but they
accepted his offer and they continued their afternoon ruckus. A
few days later, Richard, the wily retiree, approached them again as
they drummed their way down the street. ‘Look," he said, 'l haven't
received my Social Security cheque [Old Age Pension] yet, so I'm
not going to be able to give you more than 25 cents. Will that be
okay?"

“Only a lousy quarter?” the drum leader exclaimed. “If you
think we are going to waste our time, beating these cans around
foraquarter, you are nuts! No way mister. We quit!”.

Richard, the clever old man then enjoyed peace and
tranquility.

4. The Wise Farmer's Donkey

One day a farmer's donkey fell down into a well. The animal
cried for hours as the farmer tried to figure out a way to get him
out. Finally he decided it was probably impossible and since the
animal was old and the well was dry anyway, so it just wasn't worth
it to try and retrieve the donkey. The farmer asked his neighbours
to come over and help him cover up the well. They all grabbed
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shovels and began to shovel dirtinto the well.

At first, when the donkey realized what was happening he
cried horribly. Then, to everyone's amazement, he quieted down
and let out some happy brays. A few shovel loads later, the farmer
looked down the well to see what was happening and was
astonished at what he saw. With every shovel of dirt that hit his
back, the donkey was shaking it off and taking a step up.

As the farmer's neighbours continued to shovel dirt on top
of the animal, he continued to shake it off and take a step up.
Pretty soon, to everyone's amazement, the donkey stepped up
over the edge of the well and trotted off.

The moral of this tale is: Life is going to shovel dirt on you.
The trick is to shake it off and take a step up. With wisdom every
adversity can be turned into a stepping stone. The way to get out
of the deepest well is by never giving up but by shaking yourself off
and taking astep up.

What happenstoyouis not asimportant as how you react to
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Quotes

%ﬁ% “Yesterday | was clever, so | wanted to change the world.
Today | am wise, so | am changing myself.”
- Rumi

%}% “A stupid man's report of what a clever man says can never
be accurate, because he unconsciously translates what he
hears into something he can understand.”

- Bertrand Russell

%@ “Which would you rather be if you had the choice--divinely
beautiful or dazzlingly clever or angelically good?”
- L. M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables

Resolution:
We resolve to be clever in our actions.
We resolve to take decisions intelligently.

We resolve to act after thinking rather than act on the
spur of the moment.

@O O
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3. The Lazy Farmer

The rain gods had been smiling the whole night. The roads
were muddy and the potholes were filled to the brim. It was the
day for the market and Raju the farmer was riding his cart along the
country road. He had to reach the market early so that he can sell
his hay. It was very difficult for the horses to drag the load through
the deep mud. On his journey suddenly the wheels of the horse
cartsankintothe mire.

The more the horses pulled, the deeper the wheel sank.
Raju climbed down from his seat and stood beside his cart. He
searched all around but could not find anyone around to help him.
Cursing his bad luck, he looked dejected and defeated. He didn't
make the slightest effort to get down on the wheel and lift it up by
himself. Instead he started cursing his luck for what happened.
Looking up at the sky, he started shouting at God, “l am so unlucky!
Why has this happened to me? Oh God, come down to help me.”

After along wait, God finally appeared before Raju. He asked
Raju, “Do you think you can move the chariot by simply looking at
it and whining about it? Nobody will help you unless you make
some effort to help yourself. Did you try to get the wheel out of the
pothole by yourself? Get up and put your shoulder to wheel and
you will soon find the way out.”

Raju was ashamed of himself. He bent down and put his
shoulder to the wheel and urged on the horses. In no time the
wheel was out of the mire. Raju learnt his lesson. He thanked God
and carried on with his journey happily.

Moral: God helps those who help themselves.
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Quotes

N2

“Procrastination is my sin. It brings me naught but sorrow. |
know that | should stop it. In fact, | will--tomorrow”
- Gloria Pitzer

%% “Folks who never do any more than they get paid for, never
get paid for any more than they do”
- Elbert Hubbard

Resolution
Let us resolve to work hard and attain success.

Let us resolve not to resort to short-cuts and unfair
means to attain success.

@O O
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